


Prittlewell Priory remained the 
property of the Rich family 

through Richard's descendants, 
the Earls of Warwick. 

The last of the The last of the Warwick line was 
Mary, Countess of Warwick. In 

1675, three years before her 
death, Mary sold the Priory to 

Daniel Scratton ‘of Prittlewell’.
In a document he describes the In a document he describes the 

'...Estate which I bought and 
purchased of the Countess of 
Warwick lying in Prittlewell...’  

Among the few surviving 
manorial documents for 

Prittlewell Priory are some Prittlewell Priory are some 
‘Stewards’ Papers’. The Priory 
was inherited by this Daniel’s 

nephew, also Daniel, of 
Broomfield in Essex in 1698. 

This Daniel died intestate, and a This Daniel died intestate, and a 
lawsuit ensued to determine the 

rightful heir to his estates.
However, it is not until the 
opening years of the 19th 

century that we can be certain century that we can be certain 
that members of the Scratton 
family were actually living at 

Prittlewell Priory.

The children of The children of William Howell 
Scratton, Geoffrey, Muriel, 

Peggy, Humphrey, Barbara and 
Edith Dorothy documented their 
lives through The Priory Times.

 
This handmade, self-published This handmade, self-published 
paper documents local news, 

short stories, illustrations, 
interviews and a lot of humour. 
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Soon after the Act of Dissolution, in 1537 

the Priory was purchased by Thomas 
Audley, the elder brother of Sir Thomas 

Audley, Lord Chancellor of 
England. Acquired over a period of some 
400 years were a number of woods and 

manorial rights.
TTen years later, after the death of Audley 

who had no male heirs, the Priory was 
sold to Sir Richard Rich (or Riche).  

Because it was held of the king, a Royal 
Letters Patent was drawn up, bearing 

the seal of Edward VI and issued in 1551.
Richard Rich, Speaker of the House of Richard Rich, Speaker of the House of 

Commons, was created first Baron Rich, 
with a grant of £66.13s. 4d. per annum.

By 1544, when he resigned from the 
Court of Augmentations, Rich had 

acquired twenty one manors, former acquired twenty one manors, former 
monasteries, including Prittlewell Priory. 

Rich died at Rochford Hall in 1567. We 
cannot help asking whether he visited 

Prittlewell Priory before he died.



The Scratton Family children 
wrote about their daily lives 
and the adventures around 

them. The Priory Times 
serves as an insight into 
what it was like to live at 

Prittlewell Priory alongside 
their own fiction. Whotheir own fiction. Who’s get-
ting married? Who’s moved 

in next door? Who had a 
baby? Also, some of the 
more absurd stories and 
characters give us the 

opportunity to imagine what 
life was like as a Victorian 

child and their form of 
escapism.

Self-publishing has a long 
history of providing a history 

of the lives of people who 
aren’t written about in 

mainstream newspapers or mainstream newspapers or 
magazines. These can be in 
the form of self-published 

newspapers, booklets, 
hamlets or zines. They’ve hamlets or zines. They’ve 
been published as early as 
1451 since the invention of 
Gutenberg’s printing press 
and now take the form of 

downloadable PDFs, 
websites, blogs and 

Instagram posts. Instagram posts. 
We document our lives in a 

variety of ways.

Nice floral 
tape 

binding!

In what ways do you document 
your life?  



Fold an A3 or A4 piece of paper in 
half 3 times. These lines describe 

each place a fold should be. 

Now fold your paper in half. 

On the folded edge, cut to the 
middle using scissors.

Open out your paper. You’ll now 
have a gap in the middle. Push the 

edges of your paper together 
towards the gap. 

The paper will fold into itself. 
Now fold in half, once all the pages 

are gathered. 

You have your zine! You’ve made 8 
pages from one piece of paper. You 

can use the inside pages for a 
secret poster or have room for 

another zine on the reverse side. 

Like the Scrattons, you can use lined notepads 
and photographs or your own illustrations to fill 
your publication. But first we should make one!

Here is a simple folding technique to make an 8 
page mini-publication, also known as a ‘zine’:



Things to think about:

-How do you want to be remembered? 
-What are your greatest achievements? 
-What are you proud of?

RemembeRemember, being known as a generous, 
friendly person is just as important, if not 
more important than social media likes.
 




