


The picture painted by Roger 
Massey-Ryan below, depicts 
the manor of Southchurch as it 
might have looked in 1400. 
The detail here shows the Hall The detail here shows the Hall 
with moat, gatehouse and 
other buildings.

Southchurch Hall is a Grade 1 
listed building and a Scheduled 
Monument - it is a rare example 
of a medieval moated manor 
house, and the building and the 
grounds it stands in are both of 
exceptional historic interest. 

The manor of Southchurch has The manor of Southchurch has 
been in existence for over a 
thousand years. The present 
building dates from the 14th 
century, though other buildings 
would have stood here before 
then.

There would have been a larger There would have been a larger 
building on this site before, but 
the one we know today was 
built in the 14th century, as was 
the moat.

Remains of the gatehouse can Remains of the gatehouse can 
still be seen at the bridge which 
crosses the moat but all traces 
of the other buildings have 
gone.

Archaeological excavations and 
documentary research have 
revealed that there were 
several farm buildings in the several farm buildings in the 
complex including animal 
sheds, a dairy, a cider house, 
and even a chapel.

When the Hall was restored in 
the 1930s it was pretty much 
returned to how it looked returned to how it looked 
around 1400, after many 
centuries of additions and 
changes.
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Wattle and Daub was the traditional filling for 
the gaps between the timbers of a timber- 
framed building. 
The wattle is a woven lattice of wooden strips 
which is then daubed with a sticky 
combination of wet soil, clacombination of wet soil, clay, sand, animal 
dung, hair and straw. It is smoothed over and, 
once dry, is whitewashed. Sometimes the 
exterior walls were then tiled to look like 
bricks or weather-boarded.







Attack on Southchurch Hall 
during the Peasants' Revolt, 1381

Painted by Alan Sorrell 
(1904–1974) 

In 1381 an army of peas-
ants from Kent and Essex 
marched on London in 
protest at their treat-
ment at the hands of the 
church and the rich and 
powerful of the country. 
Many of them had to 
work for free on church 
land, which restricted 
how much they did on 
their own land to grow 
enough food for their 
families. Also, a poll tax 
hadhad been introduced by 
the king, Richard II, to 
help fund the long war 

with France.
The leader of the 

peasants was Wat Tyler 
from Kent who was even-
tually killed in London, 
but by then the king had 
promised to give the 
peasants what they 
asked for and they were 

sent home.sent home.

This painting, by 
ThundersleyThundersley artist, Alan 
Sorrell, was painted in 
1969 and depicts the 
peasants attacking the 
Hall. It appears that one 
of the main targets of the 
rebellion was to destroy 
thethe evidence of the bur-

dens that 
peasants carried, hence 
their attacks on manor 

houses like this. 
Supposedly, they had 
broken in and burnt the 
official paperwork which 
listed the obligations 
they were protesting 

against.
TheThe picture is probably a 
very good impression of 
how the Hall looked in 
1381 except that it is 
now known that the 
gatehouse, shown here 

as a timber-framed 
building,building, was actually 

built of stone. 


